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jiourism and Conservation -

Hov__\[ They Work Together
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Oceanic Society
Birgit Winning
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Oceanic Seciety

® Founded In 1969, the Oceanic Seciety protects
endangered wildlife andl preserves threatened

marine habitats..
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PIeOIEmS that provide local
= Communities with ecologically-
Ustainable economic
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~ alternatives.
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PUAVale Wateching Ex
- Srice 1-974, Ocazirlle Socie iy el copleltctee
Wigele Wate Ning trips for' over 150,000
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Common Goals

s A Healthy Ecosystem
e Abundant Wildlife

" * Resources to maintain
== poth for the benefit of
conservation and
tourism
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S'EQUr stroke
engines

e Garbage properly
disposed

® Operate whale

watch boat In

ecologically

responsible
manner
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> Dg mor CIiOSS the s Maintaim at least 100
WIlSIESS th yards distance from

> Do fJQI strlct normal the whale
oer ¥ T | ® Assess whale’s course

= _- -not speed around  © Assess whale’s
== ‘Whale swimming speed

m—

“» No sudden changes in ® Assess activity of
speed or direction other boats
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PBEGIpDE for Successful

at‘HYHQ-Prog ram

2 expectations

r' ‘er Visitor preparation

e operation-people and whales
= _Rellable whale sightings

' HPIan for no whale sightings

= = Good Guide: Informative,
- entertaining, trained In first-aid

e Adaptive approach
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OUST e Conservation Symbiosiss
e Va/w- _—
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- <ese Jr e iInfermation and personnel
- \O'lfe‘r“‘ for training
= uk- ketlng spread the word about whale

.-—-_'

.;_;, =W tchlng and Its benefits

i:-;,,

~ e Lacilitate media contact

_#—

s Provide resources for ecosystem management
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> Priof 88 small-scale fisheries were the
mos-,“ portant economic activity in
| | {ana San lgnacio

*‘*5 Problems variable, unpredictable harvest,
and over-fishing
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rec ree, urr- whale
hmyv developed

- Nort';; erican owned
JJ\j walofe ard boats were

J_-_

_ arlly utilized
== ‘1__e$s than 1% of gross

-~ |Jncome generated spent . ez 2
- on local salaries and = — P

supplies
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s Whale watching was
developed by the Mexican
government as a means
to provide local fishermen
with a sustainable
Income, via a permit
system issued only to
local residents.

® Fishermen are now
managers of the whale
watching operation in San
Ignacio.
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SOMIMUNItY. CONSENsUS

==0n 'f#é-?:’ Jcture and
- rrc alelfp e'ht on

= Community needs.

Revenues from whale watching were
pooled and used to build clinic, craft shop,
school

The Fishermen’s cooperative now co-
manages this World Heritage Site.
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VE pment and
ment was
ist ed by the
| nment to
=== 5‘_; mote ecotourism.

—=T3 l?rlmary objectives

~~ were to provide an
alternative and
sustainable means of
livelihood for area
residents.



http://www.tidebelize.org/
http://www.tidebelize.org/
http://www.tidebelize.org/
http://www.tidebelize.org/

—_—

SESETStudy Belize: ilii@lﬁlﬁ s

ated goal isto *® Tour guide training
duce poverty and certification for

‘ucing more former fishermen.

ble economic e Micro-enterprise
~ 0Pk ertunltles and to training to obtain
=="- generate funding for skills to join the

,_' conservatlon work. tourism industry.



e alternative
- -_;of Income to
S resource-
ctlve and

= des ructlve practices.

T i
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= _fS1ow resource
~~ extraction, while
allowing fishermen to
develop as ecotourism
entrepreneurs.

Gase Study Belize: Tide Tours
WEragement Guidelines

* Work with as many
Individuals as possible
on a rotating and
equal basis.

® Undertake marketing
to promote
ecotourism ventures.
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N ECISINS D OEIF 000N ESWALE
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Sl ENIoY/ans, Utilizing the
clCzlY/zl= Szl flek err onal Reserve
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IHEYIOVE T "'between
BIOIBPES, con llence areas of
oeurrl S1¢ nrﬂ_r ance

e o ==

— aﬁ:be playful and curious
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'-*:_Eoth species observed in close-knit
~ groups although Sotalia appears

-~ more social

e Within last decade, substantial
numbers are killed in fishing gear
and through poisoning
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UNIEROOSIEN thE politi

ieNIphGldl framework

O1E00N0| dialogue among) User

gioups.

Uhiterto ensure laws for the

pretection of dolphins and

.= Whales are enforced

& ~J = Value local knowledge

T

V.

irategic plan
Inclusive and transparent
management

Proper funding

Continue to foster cooperation
between tourism and
conservation.




whale watching guidelines

Establish research to monitor
Impacts

Determine levels of acceptable
change

Practice Adaptive management

® C(Collectively, develop
standards: values, fees,
socio-economic and
conservation priorities
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